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Abstract - This study examines the Gertsenshtein effect, which theorizes the conversion of electromagnetic

waves into gravitational waves in the presence of a strong magnetic field. First proposed by Mikhail Gert-

senshtein in 1962 and grounded in general relativity, this effect forms a bridge between electromagnetism and

gravity, providing insights into the fundamental interactions within spacetime. Through the use of Maxwell’s

and Einstein’s equations, we analyze the conditions necessary for this conversion and discuss its theoretical

significance as well as the challenges in observation. Given the inherently weak nature of gravitational waves,

their detection proves difficult; however, the Gertsenshtein effect holds the potential to shed light on cosmic

events and the structure of the universe. This paper elucidates the physics of the effect, its astrophysical and

cosmological implications, and the pathway toward experimental verification. It concludes that, in the context

of the Gertsenshtein effect, gravity and light—similar to mass and energy in the special theory of relativity—are

different manifestations of the same fundamental essence of the universe.
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1 Introduction

The Gertsenshtein effect, first proposed by physicist Mikhail Gertsenshtein in 1962 [1], describes
the theoretical conversion of electromagnetic waves into gravitational waves in the presence of a
strong magnetic field. This phenomenon emerges from the intersection of quantum field theory
and general relativity, offering a unique opportunity to explore the unification of electromag-
netism and gravity, two of the fundamental forces of nature.
At the heart of the Gertsenshtein effect lies Einstein’s theory of general relativity [2, 3], which
revolutionized our conception of gravity not as a force in the traditional sense but as a curvature
of spacetime itself, caused by mass and energy. This theory also introduces the concept of
gravitational waves—disturbances in spacetime that propagate at the speed of light, typically
generated by cataclysmic astrophysical events. Remarkably, the Gertsenshtein effect suggests
an alternative genesis for these waves, rooted in the conversion of electromagnetic energy under
precise conditions, specifically within a strong magnetic field [1].
This paper aims to rigorously explore the mathematical derivations that describe this conversion
process, drawing upon the interplay between Maxwell’s equations of electromagnetism [7, 8] and
Einstein’s field equations of gravitation [2, 3]. Through this exploration, we seek to provide
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a physical understanding of the Gertsenshtein effect, elucidating how electromagnetic waves
interact with magnetic fields to potentially generate gravitational waves.
Moreover, we contemplate the broader implications of this effect within the quest for a unified
theory that seamlessly integrates quantum mechanics with general relativity [5, 6]. By exam-
ining both historical and contemporary theoretical efforts towards unification, this discussion
aims to underscore the significance of the Gertsenshtein effect as both a fascinating theoretical
prediction and a potential stepping stone toward unraveling the universe’s most fundamental
laws.
Acknowledging the observational challenges is crucial, given the inherent difficulty in directly
detecting the Gertsenshtein effect due to the relative weakness of gravitational interactions
compared to electromagnetic ones. We will explore the current technological limitations that
obstruct our ability to observe gravitational waves produced by this effect and discuss theoretical
advancements and proposed methodologies aimed at surmounting these hurdles. By doing so,
we aspire to enhance our observational capabilities, thereby shedding light on these elusive
phenomena and their implications for physics as we know it.

2 Derivation of the Gertsenshtein Effect

The Gertsenshtein effect arises from the coupling between gravity and electromagnetism in
Einstein’s general relativity. To derive this effect, we start with the Einstein-Maxwell equations
that describe the interaction between spacetime curvature and electromagnetic fields [3]:

Gµν =
8πG

c4
Tµν (1)

Here, Gµν is the Einstein tensor describing spacetime curvature, Tµν is the stress-energy tensor
for the electromagnetic field, G is Newton’s gravitational constant, and c is the speed of light.
To simplify the equations, we assume a small perturbation hµν to the flat Minkowski metric
ηµν [9]:

gµν = ηµν + hµν (2)

where |hµν | ≪ 1. This linearization allows us to approximate the Einstein tensor Gµν in terms
of the perturbation hµν . Next, we express the electromagnetic stress-energy tensor Tµν in terms
of the electromagnetic field tensor Fµν and the vacuum permeability µ0 [8]:

Tµν =
1

µ0

(
FµαF

α
ν − 1

4
gµνFαβF

αβ

)
(3)

To study the Gertsenshtein effect, we consider an external, constant magnetic field B0 in the

z-direction. This allows us to split the field tensor into background F
(0)
µν and wave fµν parts:

Fµν = F (0)
µν + fµν (4)

Substituting the linearized metric and split field tensor into the Einstein-Maxwell equations,
and keeping only terms linear in hµν and fµν , we obtain a wave equation of the form [1]:

□hµν = −16πG

c4
B0

µ0

[
ϵ αβ
µ ∂νfαβ + ϵ αβ

ν ∂µfαβ
]

(5)

where □ is the d’Alembert operator and ϵµαβ is the Levi-Civita symbol. This wave equation
reveals the essence of the Gertsenshtein effect: an electromagnetic wave fµν propagating in the
background magnetic field B0 acts as a source for gravitational waves hµν . In other words,
electromagnetic waves can be converted into gravitational waves in the presence of a strong
magnetic field. The coupling strength between the electromagnetic and gravitational waves is
proportional to

(
GB0

c4

)
. While this is extremely small for typical field strengths, the effect may
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Figure 1: Illustration of the Gertsenshtein effect: an electromagnetic wave (EM wave) propagating through a strong magnetic

field B0 generates a gravitational wave (GW). The coupling strength is proportional to
(

GB0
c4

)
.

become significant around neutron stars, which can have magnetic fields on the order of 1014

G [4].
Figure 1 illustrates the Gertsenshtein effect, showing how an electromagnetic wave propagating
through a strong magnetic field can generate a gravitational wave. The conversion efficiency
depends on the strength of the magnetic field and the fundamental constants G and c.

3 Probability of Conversion and Interaction Energy

Investigating the transformation of electromagnetic waves into gravitational waves within a
static magnetic field B0 reveals intricate interaction dynamics. Central to our study is the
probability P of this conversion, as described by the equation:

P = κ

(
B2

0ω
2

B2
critc

4

)
(6)

In equation (6), κ is the proportionality constant indicating interaction dynamics, B0 is the
static magnetic field’s intensity, ω is the electromagnetic waves’ frequency at 2π× 1014 radians
per second, Bcrit is the critical magnetic field strength set at 109 Tesla, and c is the speed of
light in vacuum, 3×108 m/s, ensuring the equation’s dimensional consistency. This formula not
only enables the calculation of the conversion probability but also serves to bridge theoretical
predictions with practical experimental design, laying down a crucial benchmark for exploring
wave conversions in environments with strong magnetic fields.
The interaction energy E , a crucial element in calculating P , is derived from the integration of
the product of the stress-energy tensor T µν and the spacetime metric perturbations hµν induced
by gravitational waves:
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Figure 2: The associated graph visually maps the relationship between B0 and P , showing a positive correlation between magnetic
field intensity and the probability of wave conversion. This graph emphasizes the potential significance of the Gertsenshtein effect in
conditions where the magnetic field strength approaches or exceeds Bcrit, thereby providing an insightful illustration of the impact
of magnetic field intensity on the likelihood of wave conversion.

E =

∫
T µνhµν d

3x (7)

Equation (7) provides a formula for calculating the interaction energy E , which quantifies
the energy exchange between electromagnetic and gravitational fields mediated by the external
magnetic field. This equation is key to understanding the mechanics behind the energy transfer
that leads to the conversion of electromagnetic waves into gravitational waves, reflecting the
fundamental interaction between these two universal forces [10]. To fully grasp the subtleties
of the Gertsenshtein effect, we must precisely derive the probability P that describes this
interaction. This involves integrating the interaction energy E over the interaction volume, along
with applying appropriate boundary conditions for the specific situation. A strong foundation in
general relativity, electromagnetic theory, tensor calculus, and differential geometry is essential.
The complex calculations involved in deriving P reveal the key principle of the Gertsenshtein
effect: the conversion of electromagnetic waves into gravitational waves within a magnetic field
[1, 11, 10]. This understanding allows deeper theoretical exploration and sets the stage for
potential experimental verification, a crucial step in understanding complex wave interactions
in the universe [12, 11, 10], perhaps leading to breakthroughs in aerospace propulsion and
beyond. Thus, the Gertsenshtein effect arises from the linearized Einstein-Maxwell equations
in the presence of a background magnetic field. It represents a novel mechanism for gravitational
wave generation, although the conversion efficiency is typically very low. The effect highlights
the fundamental interconnectedness of gravity and electromagnetism in general relativity.

4 Conclusion

The Gertsenshtein effect, a theoretical prediction emerging from the intersection of general rel-
ativity and electromagnetism, offers a fascinating glimpse into the profound interconnectedness
of the fundamental forces of nature. By demonstrating the potential conversion of electromag-
netic waves into gravitational waves in the presence of strong magnetic fields, this effect not only
highlights the intricate interplay between these forces but also provides a novel mechanism for
the generation of gravitational waves. The mathematical derivation of the Gertsenshtein effect,
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grounded in the Einstein-Maxwell equations, reveals the subtle coupling between spacetime
curvature and electromagnetic fields. The resulting wave equation elegantly encapsulates the
essence of this phenomenon: an electromagnetic wave propagating through a strong magnetic
field can generate gravitational waves, with the conversion efficiency determined by the strength
of the magnetic field and the fundamental constants of nature. The probability of conversion
and the interaction energy further elucidate the dynamics of this process. The probability
formula bridges theoretical predictions with experimental design, providing a benchmark for
exploring wave conversions in strong magnetic field environments. The interaction energy, de-
rived from the stress-energy tensor and spacetime metric perturbations, quantifies the energy
exchange between electromagnetic and gravitational fields, reflecting the fundamental inter-
action between these universal forces. The Gertsenshtein effect sheds light on how energy
seamlessly transitions between forms, revealing the universe’s dynamic energy landscape. This
aligns with Einstein’s theory that gravitational fields constitute spacetime itself. Therefore,
the conversion process, including electromagnetic waves morphing into gravitational waves and
vice versa, mirrors the very essence of space radiation, akin to sonoluminescence’s conversion of
sound to light [13]. This comparison not only deepens our theoretical understanding but also
suggests practical applications, making the Gertsenshtein effect a bridge between fundamental
physics and technological innovation. This exploration of wave conversion invites a reevaluation
of our concepts of energy and force, hinting at a universe where energy forms interact more
fluidly than we once thought. Recognizing the interconnected and interchangeable [14] nature
of energy forms encourages us to explore the practical applications of these principles, poten-
tially leading to novel technologies and a deeper understanding of the universe’s fundamental
workings. The Gertsenshtein effect stands as a testament to the profound interconnectedness
of the fundamental forces of nature. By demonstrating the potential conversion of electro-
magnetic waves into gravitational waves, this effect not only highlights the intricate interplay
between gravity and electromagnetism but also provides a novel mechanism for gravitational
wave generation. The theoretical significance of the Gertsenshtein effect cannot be understated.
It offers a glimpse into the fundamental essence of the universe, where gravity and light, much
like mass and energy in special relativity, are revealed to be different manifestations of the same
underlying reality. As we continue to explore the frontiers of physics, the Gertsenshtein effect
serves as a reminder of the beauty and complexity that emerges when we seek to unify the
forces that govern our cosmos.
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